
 
DILYS E. BLUM: LIST OF PUBLICATIONS 

 
Dilys E. Blum Author  

1987 Illusion and reality: Fashion in France, 1700-1900.  Dilys E. Blum. The Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston, September 10, 1986-January 11, 1987, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, 1987 

1997 The Fine Art of Textiles. The Collections of the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Dilys E. Blum. 
Philadelphia, PA, Philadelphia Museum of Art, Philadelphia, 1997 

1998 Best Dressed: Fashion from the Birth of Couture to Today. Dilys E. Blum with Kristina Haugland, 
Philadelphia, PA, Philadelphia Museum of Art, 1998 

2003 Shocking!: The Art and Fashion of Elsa Schiaparelli. Philadelphia, PA, Philadelphia Museum of Art; 
Yale University Press, New Haven, 2003 

2011 Roberto Capucci: Art into Fashion. Dilys E. Blum. Philadelphia, PA, Philadelphia Museum of Art; 
Yale University Press, 2011. 

2019 Off the wall: American art to wear. Dilys E. Blum, Mary Schoeser (Editors); Julie Schafler Dale 
(Contributor), Philadelphia, PA, Philadelphia Museum of Art, Yale University Press, 2019 

Dilys E. Blum Contributor Chapters in Books & Museum Catalogues 
1995 
 

Philadelphia Museum of Art: Handbook of the collections. Philadelphia, PA. Philadelphia Museum 
of Art, 1995 (reprint and updated 1997, 1998, 2014, 2003) 
 
Museo de arte de Filadelfia: guía de las colecciones. 2003 (Spanish) 
 
Dilys Blum Contributor catalogue entries 
68-71.'Costume and Textiles' (overview) 
72. Fragment, silk. Egypt.7th-8th century; Band, coZon and silk. Nepalese 1550-1650 
73. Tomb Cover, silk. Persia. 1675-1700 
74. Sari, silk. India, West Bengal, 1800-1875; Summer Floor Carpet or Spread, coZon, printed and 
dyed. India, before 1690. 
75-6. Bedcover, silk embroidered. India or Portugal, c 1680 
76-77. Temple Banner, silk, silver foil and paper.  Japan, Edo period, (1615-1867) 
77. Noh Robe, silk and gold foil. Japan, Edo period, (1615-1867) 
78-9. Taoist Priest’s Robe, silk and metal thread. China, Ch’ing dynasty (1644-1911) 
79-80. Ceremonial Cloth, coZon with silk embroidery. India, Himachal Pradesh 1875-1925 
80. Temple Hanging, silk tapestry woven. Japan, Edo period, (1615-1867) 
81. Manchu Woman's Informal Coat, silk, metallic thread. China, Ch’ing dynasty (1644-1911). 
1900-1908 
82. Table Napkin, linen damask. Flanders, c. 1630. 
Tex_le, Bizarre style, silk metallic thread. Italy (?) c. 1690-1720. 
83. Chausable and Orpherys. Northern Europe, probably France. 1475-1525 
85-6. Cravat End, linen lace. Flanders, 1700-1715. 
86. John Hewson. Bedcover, printed coZon and linen. America, Philadelphia. 1790-1800. 
87. Shawl or rebozo, silk embroidered.  Mexico, C 1790 
87-8. Furnishing tex_le, copper plate printed linen and coZon. England, 1766-1774 
89. Evening dress, Jacquard silk. France, 1850-55 
90. Hippolyte Le Bas. Furnishing tex_le, coZon roller print. France. 1782-1867 
90-1. David Wiand. Coverlet, wool and coZon Jacquard woven. America, Zieglersville, 
Montgomery Country, Pennsylvania. 1837 

https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/roberto-capucci-art-into-fashion_dilys-blum/1995037/item/#isbn=0876332297


95-4. Alexander Fisher. Curtain, silk, wool embroidery. England, 1864-196 
99-100. Raoul Dufy. Bianchini-Ferier Shawl, silk and metallic thread. France, c 1928. 
 

1989 'Nineteenth-Century Applique Quilts' Dilys Blum and Jack L. Lindsey in Philadelphia Museum of 
Arts Bulletin Vol. 85, Numbers 363-364, 1989. 
 
A double issue of the Philadelphia Museum of Art Bulletin, published upon an exhibition of some 
of the most delightful works of quilting art in the Museum's extensive collection of textiles. With 
overviews of the patterns and techniques and accompanying full-color photographs. 

2002 'San Michele Manufactory Erminia and the Shepherd Tapestry, 1733' in Art in Rome in the 
Eighteenth Century. Editors Bowron, Edgar Peters and Joseph J. Rishel.  London: Merrell; 
Philadelphia: Philadelphia Museum of Art, 2000: 197-8. 

2002 'Painting by the yard: American artist designed textiles1947-57' in Disentangling textiles: 
techniques for the study of designed objects. Mary Schoeser, Christine Boydell editors. Middlesex 
University Press, London, 2002: 109–118, plates xi-xiii. 

2006 "A dirt road in Rehoboth" in Gee's Bend: The Architecture of the Quilt, Diane Mott, Bernard 
Herman, Dilys Blum, et al. Tinwood Alliance (Organizer), Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
(Organizer, Host institution), Indianapolis Museum of Art (Host institution), Orlando Museum of 
Art (Host institution), Walters Art Museum (Baltimore, Md) (Host institution), Tacoma Art 
Museum (Host institution), Speed Art Museum (Host institution), Denver Art Museum (Host 
institution), Philadelphia Museum of Art (Host institution), Tinwood Books, 2006: 124-141 

2006 'Textiles in Colonial Latin America.' In The Arts in Latin America, 1492–1820, edited by Joseph J. 
Rishel and Suzanne Stratton-Pruitt ed. Philadelphia, PA: Philadelphia Museum of Art and Yale 
University Press, 2006: 146-154. 

2007 'Fashion and Surrealism' in Surreal things: Surrealism and design. Editor Ghislaine Wood, Museum 
Boijmans Van Beuningen (Rotterdam, Netherlands), Museo Guggenheim Bilbao: V & A 
Publications, London, 2007: 139-160. 

2007 'Post-war American Textiles' in Surreal things: Surrealism and design. Editor, Ghislaine Wood, 
Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen (Rotterdam, Netherlands), Museo Guggenheim Bilbao: V & A 
Publications, London, 2007: 235-245. 

2009 'The Jolie Laide,' in 100,000 Years of Beauty: Modernity/Globalization. Editors Elisabeth Azoulay, 
Angela Demian, Dalibor Frioux. Paris" Gallimard, Éditions Babylone, 2009. 
In French: 100 000 ans de beauté. 

2013 'Chausable (cat. 13); 107 Orphrey bands: early to mid-fourteenth century. Velvet: mid-fifteenth 
century' in The Caporali missal: a masterpiece of Renaissance illumination. Stephen N. Fliegel 
with contributions by Dilys Blum ... [et al.]., The Cleveland Museum of Art, Cleveland, 
Ohio, 2013: 106-7. 

2017 'Introduction' in Schiaparelli & The Artists. Dilys Blum, André Leon Talley, Christian Lacroix, 
Donald Albrecht, Hamish Bowles Justine Picardie, Angelo Flaccavento, Suzy Menkes.  Rizzoli, New 
York, 2017: 8-11. 

2017 “A Fashionable Discourse: Dali and Schiaparelli,” in Dalí & Schiaparelli, St. Petersburg, Florida: 
Salvador Dalí Museum, 2017. 

2019  “Carl Schuster” in A Study of the Collection of Sutra Covers at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, 美
国费城艺术博物馆藏丝绸经面研究 ,  Xu Zheng; Zhao Feng ed. Shanghai, 2019. [Chinese/ 
English]. 

2021 'Introduction: Paris Fashion and Patrick Kelly' in Patrick Kelly: Runway of Love.  Laura L. 
Camerlengo with Dilys E. Blum.  

https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/gees-bend-the-architecture-of-the-quilt_william-arnett_bernard-herman/2928989/item/#isbn=0971910456
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/diane-mott/1511532/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/bernard-herman/1511531/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/bernard-herman/1511531/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/dilys-blum/973355/


With addi_onal contribu_ons by Sequoia Barnes, Darnell-Jamal Lisby, and Eric Darnell Pritchard, 
with a special opening text by André Leon Talley. Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco; Yale 
University Press, San Francisco [CA], New Haven, CT; Yale University Press. 2021: 15-27. 
2023 Costume Society of America’s Millia Davenport Publication Award, Honorable Mention  

2025 '"Needles and Guns": Elsa Schiaparelli and America' in Boom: Art and Design in the 1940s.  Alison 
McDonald, Jessica Todd Smith, Elisabeth Agro, Dilys E. Blum, Amanda Bock, Federic Murphy, 
Alexandra Palmer, Stephen Rea, Lily Scott, Isabella Szyfer with contributions by Ken Burns, 
Christian McBride, Edmund de Waal. Philadelphia, PA, Philadelphia Art Museum, 2025: 14-15. 

2025 'Art in the Home: Painting by the Yard' in Boom: Art and Design in the 1940s.  Alison McDonald, 
Jessica Todd Smith, Elisabeth Agro, Dilys E. Blum, Amanda Bock, Federic Murphy, Alexandra 
Palmer, Stephen Rea, Lily Scott, Isabella Szyfer with contributions by Ken Burns, Christian 
McBride, Edmund de Waal. Philadelphia, PA, Philadelphia Art Museum, 2025: 32-33. 

2026 'Selling to America,' in Schiaparelli: Fashion Becomes Art, editors Sonnet Stanfill, Lydia Caston, London: 
V&A Publishing, 2026: 130- 142. 
* Dedicated to Dilys Blum. 

2026 Forthcoming essay on Philadelphia Art Needlework School  
in Workshop of the World: Arts and Crafts in Philadelphia, editors David L. Barquist, Colin Fanning. 
Contributions by Glenn Adamson, Elisabeth Agro, Peter Barberie, Dilys E. Blum, Lydia Mattice Brandt, 
Jeffrey A. Cohen, Nicole Juday, Hiromi Kinoshita, Kyoko Kinoshita, Joseph H Larnerd, Lauren M. 
McCardel, Humberto Morales-Cruz, William Sturkey and George E Thomas. Philadelphia, PA,  
Philadelphia Museum of Art, Yale University Press 2026  

Dilys E. Blum Scholarly Articles 
1983 'Englishwomen’s Dress in Eighteenth-Century India: The Margaret Fowke Correspondence, 1776-

1786,' in Costume: The Journal of the Costume Society, Vol 7., No,1, 1983: 47-58. 
1988 'Fans from the Collection', Philadelphia Museum of Art Bulletin, Vol. 84, No. 358/359, (Spring, 1988):  

1+3-36  
1989 'As Pieces here to Pieces Join": American Appliqué Quilts, 1800 - 1900.' Dilys Blum and Jack L. 

Lindsey. Philadelphia Museum of Art Bulletin (Autumn, 1989): 1+ 3-45  
1990 "Indo-Portuguese Bedcover, Late Seventeenth Century," Philadelphia Museum of Art Bulletin, Vol. 

86, No. 365/366, Gifts from the Friends of the Museum, 1985-90 (Spring 1990): 8-10  
1990  'Ecclesiastical Embroidery, c. 1896 Attributed to Walter Crane.', Philadelphia Museum of Art 

Bulletin, Spring, 1990, Vol. 86, No. 365/366, Gifts from the Friends of the Museum, 1985-90 
(Spring, 1990):1 6-21.  

1993  'Ahead of Fashion: Hats of the 20th Century' in Philadelphia Museum of Art Bulletin, Vol.89 
(377/378): 1-48 

2013 'Kölner Patrizier-und Bürgerkleidung des 17. Jahrhunderts' in Fashion Theory, 17, 2013 (9): 485 
(book review). 

2021 Woman’s One-Seam Coat, 1985, designed by Patrick Kelly. Pattern and Instructions (pattern 
published with the exhibition 2021). https://legacyweb.philamuseum.org › patrickKelly 

 
Media recordings with Dilys E. Blum 

2010 
 

On Collection Development: short presentations and panel discussion 
A two-day symposium that celebrates and illuminates the historic collection-sharing collaboration 
between the Brooklyn Museum and The Costume Institute at The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
June 28, 2010 
 

https://www-jstor-org.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/journal/philmuseartbull
https://www-jstor-org.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/journal/philmuseartbull
https://www-jstor-org.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/journal/philmuseartbull
https://legacyweb.philamuseum.org/doc_downloads/exhibitions/special/patrickKelly/PKCoatPattern.pdf
https://legacyweb.philamuseum.org/doc_downloads/exhibitions/special/patrickKelly/PKCoatPattern.pdf


Moderator & Speaker Dilys Blum, Curator of Costume and Textiles, Philadelphia Museum of Art  
Speakers  
Phyllis Magidson, Curator of Costumes and Textiles, Museum of the City of New York 
Pamela A. Parmal, David and Roberta Logie Curator of Textile and Fashion Arts, Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston 
Joanne Dolan Ingersoll, Curator of Costume and Textiles, Museum of Art, Rhode Island School of 
Design 
Gillion Carrara, Adjunct Professor, Departments of Art History, Theory, and Criticism and Fashion 
Design, and Director, Fashion Resource Center, School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
https://youtu.be/oCN_bKMUKkg?si=m81_ezpmmoALNkpn 

2011 Color Lives: A Conversation About Art, Life, and Fashion 
Cooper Hewitt, New York City  
May 26, 2011 
 
In conjunction with the exhibition, Color Moves: Art and Fashion by Sonia Delaunay, the first 
museum exhibition in the United States devoted to her fashion and textiles. Textiles serve as the 
most engaging and tactile vehicle for color and life. They wrap, protect, and define us, and tell 
stories of the maker, user, and culture in which they were woven. Conversations with fashion 
curator, Dilys Blum; artist, Sheila Hicks; and designer, Luca Missoni cover topics related to current 
exhibitions and recent projects related to textiles, the influence of the fine arts on their textile 
making and thinking, and how textiles have been woven from each of their lives.  
https://www.cooperhewitt.org/2011/05/26/color-lives-a-conversation-about-art-life-and-
fashion/ 

2014 
 

"Magic Carpet" (2014) by artist Candy Coated. 
Philadelphia, PA. July 16 through August 17 2014 
September 2, 2014 
https://www.associationforpublicart.org/artwork/magic-carpet/  
 
Voices heard in the program: Candy Coated is the Philadelphia-based multimedia artist who 
created "Magic Carpet." Dilys Blum (1947-2025) was the longtime Senior Curator of Costume and 
Textiles at the Philadelphia Art Museum. Nicholas Kripal (1953-2016) was Professor, Chair of 
Crafts Department, and Head of Ceramics Area at Tyler School of Art at Temple University. 
Segment Producer: Yowei Shaw Music by Jon Shapiro Photos by Constance Mensh and the 
Association for Public Art Museum Without Walls: AUDIO is the Association for Public Art's 
award-winning audio program for Philadelphia’s outdoor sculptures. The program is presented in 
partnership with Philadelphia Parks & Recreation and has been supported by The Pew Center for 
Arts & Heritage, the William Penn Foundation, and the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
https://youtu.be/K4xZm4HzDzE?si=9moc1K1bYNeqbKyr 

2015 
 

From Industry to Art: Collecting and Exhibiting Textiles at the Philadelphia Museum of Art 
Modern Design History Seminar. Bard Graduate Center, New York City.  
April 1, 2015 
 
Lecture by Dilys Blum, Senior Curator of Costume and Textiles 
https://www.youtube.com/live/j2rxS3WOJsE?si=I_EEw4ZxIRWiy4wO 

2020 
 

How the Group of Five Redefined Fashion: Wearable Art as Sculpture in Motion 
Preview from the STORYTELLERS episode 
PBS premiere December 11, 2020.  
 



The video explores the Art to Wear movement, highlighting the influence of Pratt Institute and 
the innovative use of crochet by a group of five students. The video focuses on the individual 
voices and creative processes of these artists, emphasizing the personal and intimate nature of 
their work. 
Dilys Blum, Senior Curator of Textile and Costumes at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, and Julie 
Schafler Dale on the Art to Wear movement and artists.  
STORYTELLERS highlights artists who use narrative to communicate personal stories and universal 
truths. Featuring: sculptor George Rodriguez, whose oversized ceramic figures tell universal 
stories; the Art to Wear movement with gallerist and craft historian Julie Schafler Dale and textile 
artist Linda J. Mendelson, who draws inspiration from poetry and pushes the boundaries of 
wearable art; multimedia works by Nicholas Galanin, an artist of Tlingit and Unangax ̂ancestry, 
that critically explore society’s past and present; and Christina Bothwell, who explores themes of 
loss and hope through her unique approach to glass.  
https://youtu.be/hd76ek9QhW0?si=K3jvkbJPz8z2vC6X 

2025 Stories of Art and Design of the 1940s  
Philadelphia Museum of Art.  
June 13, 2025 
 
Boom: Art and Design in the 1940s (on view April 12 – September 1, 2025) showcases over 250 
works, including paintings, fashion, furniture, and photography, highlighting how artists and 
designers innovated during wartime adversity.  The stories behind the items in the exhibition are 
discussed by curators. 
Jessica T. Smith, Director of Curatorial Affairs  
Dilys Blum, Senior Curator of Costume and Textiles 
Elizabeth Agro, Curator of Modern and Contemporary Craft and Decorative Arts 
Amanda Bock, Assistant Curator of Photograph 
https://youtu.be/vSPRjAt3W2U?si=8B1vb6zPOaPqUMbk 
 

Compiled by Dr Alexandra Palmer May 2026 


