
 

 

 
Dilys E. Blum: Curator & Conservator work history 

 
1969-1972:  Photograph Cataloguer. Fine Arts Library, Fogg Art Museum, Harvard University, Massachusetts, 
USA 
 
1973-1979:  Assistant Keeper of Decorative Arts. Harris Museum and Art Gallery, Preston, UK 
 
1977-1980:  Restorer. The Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn, New York, USA 
 
1980-1982:  Conservation Assistant. Museum of London, London, UK 
 
1982-1984:  Senior Assistant Keeper of Costume and Textiles and Conservation Officer. Museum of London, 

London, UK 
 
1984-1987:  Textile Conservator. Chicago Conservation Center, Chicago, Illinois, USA 

 
1987-2025:  Curator of Costume and TexZles, 1987-2007 

 The Jack M. and Anne\e Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and TexZles, 1987- 2025 
 Philadelphia Museum of Art, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA  
 

2026:          Honored by the Philadelphia Museum of Art with the Ztle Curator Emeritus in recogniZon of her        
extraordinary contribuZons to the art museum and the field. 

 
   

Dilys E. Blum List of Exhibitions Curated at Philadelphia Museum of Art  
 

1988 Fans from the Collec0on 
23 August 1988 - 4 September 1998  
Curator: Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles 
 
A small exhibiZon of over 60 fans from the permanent collecZon ranging in date from the 17th to the 
20th century. 
 
h\ps://www.philamuseum.org/exhibiZons/fans-from-the-collecZon 
 

1989 'As Pieces Here to Pieces Join': American Applique Quilts, 1800-1900 
19 October 1989 - 31 December 1989 
Curators:  
Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles 
Jack L. Lindsey, Assistant Curator of American Art 
 
This group of fine, nineteenth-century appliqué quilts, many of them from the Philadelphia area, has 
never been the subject of a specific study, and several are now exhibited for the first time. The 
exhibition coincides with the one hundredth annual meeting of the American Folklore Society, which 
occurs in Philadelphia, and its enthusiastic co-organizers, Dilys Blum and Jack L. Lindsey, have 
explored both the aesthetic and the social context in which these charming and useful objects were 
created. One of the most important works in the Museum's textile collection, the Hewson bedcover, 
was painstakingly restored under the supervision of consulting textile conservator Joy Gardiner. The 



 

 

exhibition will include a number of important works on loan that expand the meaning and frame of 
reference of the exhibition. The Pew Charitable Trusts and the Women's Committee of the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art have generously supported both the installation and the accompanying 
Bulletin, and the Main Line Quilters contributed to the cost of restoring the Hewson bedcover. 
Without the thoughtful and affectionate care of the original owners of the quilts, many of which 
descended in the families that created or commissioned them, none of these fragile objects would 
have survived; their presentation over the years as most welcome gifts to the Museum's collection 
has made this exhibition possible. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/as-pieces-here-to-pieces-join-american-applique-quilts-
1800-1900 
 

1990 Fabric and Fashion: A Decade of Acquisitions 
11 February 1990 - 5 March 1990.  
Curator: Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles. 
 
Since 1876, the Museum has actively collected costumes and textiles, and between 1980 and 1990, 
over 300 items were added to the 20,000 examples already included in the collection. Dilys Blum, 
Curator of Costumes and Textiles, selected exemplary pieces acquired throughout the 1980s for an 
exhibition that highlights the depth and scope of the collection. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/fabric-and-fashion-a-decade-of-acquisitions 
 

1993 Ahead of Fashion: Hats of the Twentieth Century 
21 August 1993 -28 March 1994 
Curator: Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles. 
 
Some 200 examples of millinery from the permanent collections, museums throughout the country, 
and private collectors were brought together for an exhibition of 20th-century hats. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/ahead-of-fashion-hats-of-the-20th-century 
 

1994  Community Fabric: African American Quilts and Folk Art. 
13 February 1994 - 10 April 1994 
Curators:  
Jack L. Lindsey Curator of American Decorative Arts  
Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles  
In collaboration with Dr. Maude Southwell Wahlman, professor of art and art history at the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City.  
 
This exhibition examines the dynamics of community traditions and aesthetics using a group of 
important, recently documented quilts, carvings, drawings, and other decorative arts produced by 
African American artisans working in the rural South from 1900 to 1980. These examples are 
discussed in light of the contexts and inspirations of their makers and the communities which played a 
role in their creation. Traditional aspects of color and pattern usage, subject matter, as well as the 
diversity and variety of singular creative impulses, often seen in the work of African American Folk 
artisans, will be illustrated and discussed. Narratives from many of the artisans and craftsmen, 
together with the objects produced by them, document a lively combination of the strong cultural 
and visual legacy present in the African American folk community combined with the wealth of 
creativity and improvisation demonstrated by the individual artisans and craftsmen inspired by these 
traditions. Community Fabric was organized in collaboration with Dr. Maude Southwell Wahlman. 
 



 

 

https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/community-fabric-african-american-quilts-and-folk-art 
 

1996 A Passion for Paisley: Indian and European Shawls 
03 September 1996 - 19 January 1997 
Curators: 
Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles  
with Arlene Cooper  
 
An exhibition of shawls, on view for the first time, includes about forty objects dating from the 18th 
and 19th centuries. The exhibition focuses upon the evolution of shawl design and corresponding 
artistic interchanges between India and Europe. Related articles of women's dress complement the 
shawls. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/a-passion-for-paisley-indian-and-european-shawls-from-
the-philadelphia-museum-of-art 
 

1997  Best Dressed: 250 Years of Style 
21 October 1997- 4 January 1998 
Curators: 
Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles 
Kristina Haugland Associate Curator of Costume and Textiles 
 
A comprehensive exhibition with some 200 costumes and accessories spanning 250 years of fashion. 
A dazzling tour of selected highlights from the Philadelphia Museum of Art's collection of fashionable 
dresses beginning with several masterpieces by the father of haute couture, Charles Frederick Worth, 
most of which were made for and owned (or yearned after) by American women The first garments 
collected by the museum after its founding in 1876 provided early costume historians with a rich 
resource for the study of historic American dress, and with the opening of the first costume galleries 
under the sponsorship of the Fashion group of Philadelphia in 1947, the collection expanded its focus 
to include fine examples of contemporary design. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/best-dressed-250-years-of-style 
 

1998 Ecclesiastical Vestments from the 14th through the 18th Century  
23 June 1998 - 18 April 1999 
Curator: Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles 
 
This installation features a selection of ecclesiastical vestments and embroideries made by professional 
embroiders and master weavers whose work was regulated by Europe's elite craft guilds. The earliest 
embroidery is a rare mid-fourteenth century Florentine orphrey illustrating scenes form the life of Christ. 
This has been reapplied to a mid-fifteenth century cut and voided velvet, a common practice throughout 
the centuries which attests to the extent ecclesiastical embroideries were treasured. Included in the 
installation are three chasubles from Italy, Germany, and France, which are distinguished by their silk and 
gold-thread floral embroidery and represent some of the finest embroidery from the eighteenth century. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/ecclesiastical-vestments-from-the-14th-through-the-18th-
century 
 

2000 Contemporary Fiber from the Permanent Collection  
4 April 2000 - 3 December 2000 
Curator: Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles  
 



 

 

Selections from the museum’s growing collection of contemporary works in fiber are exhibited in 
conjunction with the April 8 symposium, "Discovered Collections: Fiber Art in Museums," organized by the 
Friends of Fiber Art International. The installation and symposium are the third and final in a series 
beginning in 1999 and held at The Art Institute of Chicago and M. H. de Young Memorial Museum in San 
Francisco. Featured at the Museum are one-of-a-kind works acquired since 1975 by artists such as Sheila 
Hicks, Diane Itter, Ed Rosbach, and Lenore Tawney, among others. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/contemporary-fiber-from-the-collection 
 

2000 Japanese Noh Costumes from the Collection 
27 May 2000 – 20 May 2001 
Curator: Dilys Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles 
 
Traditional Japanese Noh theater combines elements of dance, drama, music and poetry in an art form 
that emphasizes the aesthetic and symbolic. Splendid costumes relieve the otherwise austere Noh stage, 
and are a vital part of Noh drama: a character’s status and state of mind are confined through prescribed 
styles of dress. Derived from court dress, Noh costumes diverged from fashionable kimono-type garments 
to become a distinct variety of stage dress by the early Edo period (seventeenth century). Noh robes are 
classified into several categories of outer and inner garments worn for various male and female robes; 
each has its own characteristics, but all Noh robes are sumptuous, in accord with the elegant and eternal 
beauty expressed by this aristocratic theatrical art. 
This installation, which coincides with The Arts of Hon'ami Koetsu, Japanese Renaissance Master (on view 
at the museum from July 29 through October 29, 2000), will include eighteenth- and early nineteenth-
century examples of several types of Noh robes from the museum’s permanent collection of Costume and 
Textiles. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/japanese-noh-costumes-from-the-collection 
 

 Splendor of 18th–Century Rome  
16 March 2000 - 28 May 2000 
Curators: 
Joseph J. Rishel, Gisela and Dennis Alter Senior Curator of European Painting and Sculpture before 1900, the 
John G. Johnson Collection, and the Rodin Museum 
Ann Percy, Curator of Drawings 
Dean Walker, Henry P. McIlhenny Senior Curator of European Decorative Arts and Sculpture 
Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles Textile Section Curator  
Together with an international team of scholars  
 
Throughout the 18th century, the city of Rome–with its antiquities, Renaissance and Baroque 
monuments, and cosmopolitan spirit–was the artistic and cultural capital of Europe. This was the 
Rome of the Trevi Fountain and the Spanish Steps, the Rome of carnivals and papal ceremonies, the 
Rome that Piranesi depicted in his celebrated prints–a mecca for amateur, student and professional 
artists from throughout the Western world. Never attempted on this scale in the United States, this 
survey of 18th-century Rome will reveal the rich vitality of the city's artistic and cultural life toward 
the end of its existence as an independent papal state (in 1871, Rome became the political seat of 
newly united Italy). The Splendor of 18th-Century Rome will include a spectacular array of paintings, 
sculpture, works on paper, decorative arts, architectural renderings and models–some 380 works of 
art by more than 160 artists. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/the-splendor-of-18th-century-rome 
 
Travel: 



 

 

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston: June 25–September 17, 2000 
 

2003 Shocking! The Art and Fashion of Elsa Schiaparelli 
28 September 2003 - 4 January 2004 
Curator: Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles  
 
Writing in The New Yorker in 1932, Janet Flanner observed that “a frock from Schiaparelli ranks like a 
modern canvas," and the Paris fashion designer herself defined dressmaking as an art rather than a 
profession. The Philadelphia Museum of Art celebrates the extraordinary Elsa Schiaparelli—acknowledged 
by her contemporaries as the style arbiter of the 1930s—in the first major retrospective exhibition and 
catalogue to examine the ways in which her creations mirrored the social, political, and cultural climate of 
her times. 
This survey explores the Italian-born designer’s career from its modernist beginnings in the 1920s, through 
its connections with surrealism, to the upheavals of war, the business struggles in the years thereafter, and 
finally the closure of her salon in 1954. It is particularly appropriate that this project has been undertaken 
by an American museum, for Schiaparelli readily acknowledged that her special relationship with the 
United States—sparked by the sale of a trompe l’oeil sweater to an American buyer in 1927—was the 
foundation of her great success, and her impact upon and relationship with the American fashion industry 
is considered here in detail for the first time. 
 
Schiaparelli designed for the modern woman: she created the practical wardrobe for aviator Amy 
Johnson’s solo flight to the Cape Town in 1936; the culottes for tennis champion Lily d’Alvarez that 
outraged the English lawn tennis establishment in 1931; and the interchangeable wardrobe that she 
herself wore on her extensive travels. She had a close relationship with the Parisian artistic community, 
posing for Man Ray and collaborating with such artists as Salvador Dali, Jean Cocteau, Alberto Giacometti, 
and Marcel Vertes for designs of clothing, fabric, embroidery, jewelry, and advertising. Schiaparelli was 
prized by women on the best-dressed list, including Millicent Rogers, Daisy Fellowes, Mrs. Harrison 
Williams, and Lady Mendl, and the clothing they wore will be among the items featured in this selection. 
Schiaparelli’s involvement with film and theater costume was equally celebrated—her designs appeared in 
more than thirty motion pictures, including Every Day’s a Holiday with Mae West and Moulin Rouge with 
Zsa Zsa Gabor—and is the subject of study here for the first time. 

 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/shocking-the-art-and-fashion-of-elsa-schiaparelli 
 
Travel  
 Musée de la Mode, Paris: March 17–August 29, 2004 
 

2006 Tesoros/ Treasures / Tesouros. The Arts in La0n America 1492-1820. 
20 September 2006 – 31 December 2006 
TexZle SecZon Curator: Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles 
Exhibition Assistant Mark Castro 
 
Drawn from public and private collections throughout the Americas and in Europe, Tesoros / 
Treasures / Tesouros: The Arts in Latin America, 1492–1820 is a pan-national exhibition spanning the 
centuries from the arrival of Columbus to the emergence of national independence movements. It 
features some 250 works of art created in what is today the countries of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, Venezuela, and the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. A monumental, pan-national exhibition and accompanying 
publication organized by the Philadelphia Museum of Art. It explored the rich, syncretic artistic 
traditions born from the encounter between Indigenous, European, African, and Asian cultures across 
the Spanish and Portuguese viceroyalties. 
 



 

 

https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/tesorostreasurestesouros-the-arts-in-latin-america-
14921820 
 
Travel 
Antiguo Colegio de San Ildefonso in Mexico City,  Winter – Spring 2007 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Summer 2007 to Mexico City 

2006  The Bizarre and the Beau0ful: Silks of the Eighteenth Century. 
 1 July 2006 - 11 November 2006 
Curator: Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles 
 
Opulent and exuberant, this focused exhibition explores silk—indisputably fashion's favored fabric in 
the eighteenth century—with 13 objects from the Museum's collections. 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/the-bizarre-and-the-beautiful-silks-of-the-eighteenth-
century 
 

2007  A Passion For Perfection: James Galanos, Gustave Tassell, Ralph Rucci 
15 September 2007 - 9 March 2008 
Curator:  Dilys E. Blum Curator of Costume and Textiles  
 
The opening exhibition in the Joan Spain Gallery, A Passion for Perfection highlights works from the 
Museum's costume collection by three award-winning fashion designers from Philadelphia: James 
Galanos, Gustave Tassell, and Ralph Rucci. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/a-passion-for-perfection-james-galanos-gustave-tassell-
ralph-rucci 
 

2007  Gee's Bend: The Architecture of the Quilt 
16 September 2008- 14 December 2008 
In-house Curator: Dilys E. Blum, The Jack M. and Anne\e Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and 
TexZles 
 
This exhibiZon takes a fresh look at the quilZng tradiZons in the community of Gee's Bend, Alabama, 
introducing new arZsts and moZfs in works daZng from the early twenZeth century through 2005. 
Presented are approximately seventy-four extraordinary quilts that demonstrate how the arZsts play 
upon the structure or "architecture" of tradiZonal quilt pa\erns. Each quilt is unique, yet shares a 
common visual vocabulary with others made in Gee's Bend. With newly discovered work from the 
1930s to the 1980s, as well as more recent designs by established quiltmakers and the younger 
generaZon they have inspired, the exhibiZon documents the development of key pa\erns—such as 
housetop, courthouse steps, flying geese, and strip quilZng—through outstanding examples. 
 
h\ps://www.philamuseum.org/exhibiZons/gees-bend-the-architecture-of-the-quilt 
 
Travel: 
ExhibiZon organized by the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, and Tinwood Alliance, Atlanta 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston • June 4–September 4, 2006 
Indianapolis Museum of Art • October 8–December 31, 2006 
Orlando Museum of Art • January 28–May 13, 2007 
The Walters Art Museum, BalZmore • June 17–August 26, 2007 
Tacoma Art Museum • September 22–December 9, 2007 
The Speed Art Museum, Louisville • January 2–March 23, 2008 
Denver Museum of Art • April 13–July 6, 2008 
Philadelphia Museum of Art • September 16–December 14, 2008 



 

 

 
November 1, 2007 

A Conversation with Ralph Rucci n Honor of Naming Dilys Blum  
The Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Textiles 

2007 Imagining Cathay: 18th and early 19th Century Chinoiserie Textiles and Embroideries from the Collection. 
8 December 2007 – 31 December 2008 
Curator: Dilys E. Blum, The Jack M. and Anne\e Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and TexZles 
 
For Europeans during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, China—or Cathay as it was 
sometimes called—was a magical place. This exhibition includes nine Chinoiserie textiles and 
embroideries from the Museum's outstanding collection.  
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/imagining-cathay-18th-and-early-19th-century-
chinoiserie-textiles-and-embroideries-from-the-collection 

2008 Quilt Stories: The Ella King Torrey Collec0on of African American Quilts and Other Recent Quilt 
Acquisi0ons 
16 August 2008 - 1 March 2009 
Curator: Dilys E. Blum, The Jack M. and Anne\e Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and TexZles 
 
Quilt Stories: The Ella King Torrey Collec0on of African American Quilts and other Recent Quilt 
Acquisi0ons includes thirteen examples by leading Southern quiltmakers. The collecZon was formed 
between 1980 and 1983 while Ms. Torrey was conducZng fieldwork on African American quilt making 
with Maude Southwell Wahlman. Among its highlights are an appliquéd "word quilt" by the 
Mississippi arZst Sarah Mary Taylor (born 1916) and one of her "hand" quilts, a version commissioned 
for the film The Color Purple. Two quilts in the collecZon are by Taylor's mother, Pearlie Posey (1894–
1984), who in 1980 followed her daughter's lead and began creaZng rainbow-hued figuraZve appliqué 
quilts. 
 
h\ps://www.philamuseum.org/exhibiZons/quilt-stories-the-ella-king-torrey-collecZon-of-african-
american-quilts-and-other-recent-quilt-acquisiZons 
 

2008 Hello! Fashion: Kansai Yamamoto 1971-1973  
24 May 2009 - 23 August 2009 
Curator: Dilys E. Blum, The Jack M. and Anne\e Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and TexZles 
 
Kansai Yamamoto (born 1944), one of the founding fathers of Japanese contemporary fashion, is best 
known for his work of the 1970s and 1980s. Inspired by the colorful art of Japan's Momoyama period 
(1568–1615) and traditional Kabuki theater, his exuberant designs contrast with the Zen-like 
simplicity and deconstructed silhouettes favored today by designers such as Yohji Yamamoto, Rei 
Kawakubo, and Issey Miyake. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/hello-fashion-kansai-yamamoto-19711973 
 

2009 Shopping In Paris: French Fashion 1850-1925 
11 April 2009 - 1 November 2009  
Curator: Dilys E. Blum, The Jack M. and Anne\e Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and TexZles 
 
The glamorous and cutting-edge fashions created in Paris have always inspired American dress. This 
exhibition explores the American experience abroad between 1850 and 1925. Such luxurious designs 
as the House of Worth and the classic elegance of Lanvin are being paired with American fashions 
based on these Parisian prototypes. Featuring nearly twenty-five garments from the Museum's 
collection—many of which are rarely (or have never been) displayed—these outfits are accompanied 



 

 

by an exciting array of accessories. Photographs and film clips from the early twentieth century will be 
on view, giving audiences a sense of the storyline around each garment and the woman who would 
have worn it. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/shopping-in-paris-french-fashion-18501925 
 

2009 An Enduring Motif: The Pomegranate in Textiles.  
21 February 2009 - 20 June 2010 
Curator: Dilys E. Blum, The Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Textile 
 
Artists have been inspired by the inner and outer beauty of the pomegranate since biblical times. The 
objects on view in this exhibition represent a cross-section of textiles from the Museum’s collection that 
feature this richly symbolic fruit. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/an-enduring-motif-the-pomegranate-in-textiles 
 

2010 Desert Jewels: North African Jewelry and Photography from the Xavier Guerrand-Hermes Collection 
4 September 2010 - 5 December 2010 
In House Curator Dilys E. Blum, The Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and 
Textile 
 
An exhibition of spectacular jewelry and historic photographs from Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Egypt, 
and Tunisia, Desert Jewels presents never-before-exhibited pieces of stunning North African jewelry 
and late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century photographs by some of the period’s most 
prominent photographers. 
 
Desert Jewels: North African Jewelry and Photography from the Xavier Guerrand-Hermès Collection is 
organized by the Museum for African Art, New York 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/desert-jewels-north-african-jewelry-and-photography-
from-the-xavier-guerrand-hermes-collection 
 

2011 Roberto Capucci: Art Into Fashion 
16 March 2011- 5 June 2011 
Curator: Dilys Blum, The Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Textile 
 
Italian fashion designer and artist Roberto Capucci (born 1930) is revered by contemporary designers 
for his innovative silhouettes and masterful use of form, color, and materials. This exhibition—
featuring over eighty works, as well as original drawings and sketches—will be the first survey of his 
work in the United States. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/roberto-capucci-art-into-fashion 
 

2011 Tristan Lowe: Under the Influence. 
22 October 2011 - 29 January 2012 
Curator: Dilys Blum, The Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Textile 
 
Provocative, mysterious, and altogether otherworldly, Under the Influence features two interconnected 
works by Philadelphia artist Tristin Lowe--Lunacy, a giant rendering of the moon created in felt, 
and Visither I, a neon light sculpture. Both objects were commissioned by the Rhode Island School of 
Design's Museum of Art in 2010, where they were first shown. This exhibition marks their Philadelphia 
debut. 



 

 

 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/tristin-lowe-under-the-influence 
 

2012 Secret Garden 
3 March 2012 - 24 August 2012 
Curator: Dilys E. Blum, The Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Textiles 
 
Three groundbreaking single sculptures, three leading contemporary artists: Secret Garden unites 
works in fiber by Ted Hallman, Sheila Hicks, and Jim Hodges. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/secret-garden 
 

2012 Shamask:  Form, Fashion, Reflection 
6 October 2012 - 10 March 2013.  
Curator: Dilys Blum, The Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Textile 
 
In the late 1970s and early 1980s, Ronaldus Shamask (American, born Netherlands 1945) burst onto 
the runway with thoughtfully spare, minimalist works during a time of buoyant excess. Disregarding 
trends, Shamask drew on his background in illustration, architecture, theater, and dance as well as 
collaborations with choreographers and artists to create a timeless body of work that paved the way 
for the minimalist fashions of today. This exhibition includes iconic Shamask clothing, as well as works 
made specifically for this presentation, including translucent paper renditions shown as mirror images 
of the garments to reveal form of construction. The installation also includes a "mood wall" that 
reimagines the artist's design process using fashion and dance costume sketches, fabrics, color 
swatches, and visual references that serve as his inspiration. Video clips from fashion shows and 
dance performances showcase his costumes and collaborative work undertaken with artists such as 
Jennifer Bartlett, Arman, and Michele Oka Doner. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/ronaldus-shamask-form-fashion-reflection 
 

2013 Candy Coated Wonderland 
04 May 2013- 17 November 2013 
Curator: Dilys Blum The Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Textile 
 
Philadelphia-based mulZmedia arZst Candy Coated (formerly Candy Depew) has been invited to 
reinterpret children's fancy dress costumes from the museum's collecZon, bringing her signature 
treatment of seamlessly blended ceramic wall gems, silk-screened fabrics, and vinyl decals to the Joan 
Spain Gallery. For this exhibiZon, she will create a storybook narraZve based on costume selecZons 
that range from Li\le Bo Peep and Peter Pan costumes to soldier and sailor ourits to regional dress 
for special occasions. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/candycoated-wonderland 
 

2014 Patrick Kelly: Runway of Love  
27 April 2014 - 7 December 2014 
Curator: Dilys Blum The Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Textile 
 
"I want my clothes to make you smile"—that was the goal of late African American designer Patrick 
Kelly in creating his bold, bright, and joyful creations. Kelly achieved this on the streets, nightclubs, 
and runways of New York, Paris, and beyond in the heady, inventive, and often-subversive urban 
milieu of the 1980s. Runway of Love is an expansive retrospective showcasing some eighty ensembles 
that were recently presented to the museum as a promised gift by Kelly's business and life partner, 



 

 

Bjorn Guil Amelan, and Bill T. Jones. Kelly's designs are complemented by selections from the artist's 
significant collection of black memorabilia, videos of his exuberant fashion shows, and photographs 
by renowned artists including Horst P. Horst, Pierre et Gilles, and Oliviero Toscani. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/patrick-kelly-runway-of-love 
 
Travel:  
Patrick Kelly: Runway of Love organized by the Philadelphia Museum of Art in collaboration with the 
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. 
23 October 2021- 24 April 2022 
Laura L. Camerlengo, Curator in Charge, Costume and Textile Arts, Fine Arts Museums of San 
Francisco 
 
https://www.famsf.org/exhibitions/patrick-kelly 
 

2015 Shelley Spector: Keep the Home Fires Burning 
7 March 2015– 24 September 2015 
Curators: 
Dilys E. Blum, The Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Textiles  
Laura Camerlengo, Exhibition Assistant in the Department of Costume and Textiles 
 
Shelley Spector has been actively engaged in Philadelphia’s arts community for years as a respected 
artist, innovative gallery owner, and champion of emerging talent. Her inventive use of pattern and 
salvaged materials intrigued senior curator Dilys Blum, who invited Spector to explore the Museum’s 
collection of textiles and create an installation of new artwork. Spector’s moving response is Keep the 
Home Fires Burning, a walk-through presentation of wood and textile-based sculpture that reflects on 
the universal quest for hope, home, and connectedness. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/shelley-spector-keep-the-home-fires-burning 
 

2015 Art of the Zo: Textiles from Mayanmar, India, and Bangladesh 
11 November 2015 – 20 March 2016 
Curator: Dilys E. Blum, The Jack M. and Annele Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Texmles  
Consulmng curators Barbara and David Fraser 
 
This exhibition offers a look at beautiful woven textiles of the Zo people of Myanmar, India, and 
Bangladesh. It spotlights traditional weavings worn for daily life and ceremonial occasions, such as 
weddings, funerals, and feasts of merit. Patterns, techniques, and local variations are closely 
examined, revealing the extraordinary beauty and craftsmanship of these distinctive creations. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/art-of-the-zo-textiles-from-myanmar-india-and-
bangladesh 
 

2016 Vlisco: African Fashion on a Global Stage 
30 April 2016 - 22 January 2017 
Curator: Dilys E. Blum The Jack M. and Anne\e Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and TexZles  
 
Explore how Vlisco became one of the most influential textile brands in African fashion and a design 
inspiration around the world. Known for its bold and colorful patterns, Vlisco creates fabrics that 
marry tradition with luxury. This exhibition highlights the company’s classic and new designs, follows 
the creation of a textile, and showcases a selection of contemporary fashions. 
 



 

 

https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/vlisco-african-fashion-on-a-global-stage 
 

2017  Phulkari: The Embroidered Tex3les from the Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz Collec3on  
12 March 2017 – 9 July 2017  
Curators: 
Darielle Mason, The Stella Kramrisch Curator of Indian and Himalayan Art 
Dilys Blum, Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Textiles and Head of the 
Department of Costume and Textiles 
Dr. CrisZn McKnight Sethi, Assistant Professor, The George Washington University, Washington, DC 
 
Discover the beauty of phulkari, ornately embroidered texZles from Punjab, a region straddling 
Pakistan and India. In addiZon to stunning examples from the Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz CollecZon, this 
exhibiZon features tradiZonal phulkaris from the Museum’s collecZon and high fashion ensembles by 
one of India’s leading designers, Manish Malhotra. 
 
h\ps://www.philamuseum.org/exhibiZons/phulkari-the-embroidered-texZles-of-punjab-from-the-jill-
and-sheldon-bonovitz-collecZon 
 

2019  Off the Wall: American Art to Wear 
10 November 2019 - 13 March 2020 
Curators:  
Dilys Blum, Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Textiles and Head of the 
Department of Costume and Textiles 
Mary Schoeser, independent textile historian and curator 
 
Delight in the astonishing inventiveness and techniques of a generation of mixed-media artists who 
pioneered a new art form designed around the body. Coming of age during the dramatic cultural 
shifts of the 1960s and 70s, the artists in this distinctively American movement explored 
nontraditional materials and methods to create adventurous, deeply imaginative works. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/wall-american-art-wear 
 

2023  A Century of Kanthas: Women's Quilts in Bengal, 1875-1970s 
19 May 2023 - 1 January 2024 

Curators:  
Dilys Blum, Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Textiles and Head of the 
Department of Costume and Textile 
Darielle Mason, Stella Kramrisch Curator of Indian and Himalayan Art and Head of the Department of 
South Asian Art 
 
Like quilts around the world, kanthas embody thrift, labor, and imagination. Women in Bengal 
(modern-day Bangladesh and the state of West Bengal, India) created kanthas for a host of reasons—
as ritual seating, bedcovers, baby swaddling, and much more. Most disintegrated with household use, 
but many that survived are now heirlooms that carry women’s individuality and love for their families 
across generations. 
This exhibition brings into conversation two types of kanthas: nakshi (ornamented) kanthas 
and galicha (carpet) kanthas. The nakshi kanthas on view, from between about 1870 and 1930, are 
made on layers of soft, white, repurposed fabric embroidered with meaningful motifs in a delicate 
palette and often covered with rows of parallel white running stitches. Galicha kanthas, produced 
especially in the 1950s and 1960s, are thick, uniformly rectangular quilts with vivid cross-stitch 
embroidery in intricate geometric forms on a surface of new cloth backed by upcycled fabrics 



 

 

 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/a-century-of-kanthas-womens-quilts-in-bengal-1870s-
1970s 
 

2024 Gee’s Bend Quilts from the Collec0on 
February 2024 - July 7, 2024 
Curator: Dilys Blum, Jack M. and Anne\e Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and TexZles and 
Head of the Department of Costume and TexZles. 
 
The 13 quilts on view were acquired in 2017 through the Souls Grown Deep FoundaZon and were 
selected to tell the history of quilt-making in Gee's Bend (Alabama) from the mid-1920s to 2005. 
The significance of these quilts to their makers is expressed in the quilters' own words gathered from 
contemporary interviews. 
 
h\ps://www.philamuseum.org/exhibiZons/gees-bend-quilts-collecZon 
 

2025 Boom: Art and Design in the 1940s 
12 April 2025 – 02 September 2025 
Curators:  
Elisabeth Agro, Nancy M. McNeil Curatorof Modern and Contemporary Craft and Decorative Arts 
Dilys E. Blum, Jack M. and Annette Y. Friedland Senior Curator of Costume and Textiles 
Amanda Bock, Lynne and Harold Honickman Assistant Curator of Photographs 
Jessica T. Smith, Director of Curatorial Affairs (Team Lead). 
With Lily F. Scott, Exhibition Assistant 
 
The 1940s witnessed major shifts in politics, science, economics, industry, the arts, and culture, which 
coincided with a time of scarcity, limitation, and the catastrophic global conflict of World War II. 
Throughout this tumultuous period, artists brought new ideas to their work across media, from 
fashion and textiles, craft and design, to printmaking, drawing, photography, painting, and sculpture. 
Boom: Art and Design in the 1940s is a testament to the creative spirit that flourished despite the 
restrictions and adversity of the era featuring works drawn entirely from the museum’s permanent 
collections. 
 
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/boom-art-design-1940s 
 

 
Compiled by Dr Alexandra Palmer with assistance and thanks to colleagues and online resources. 
https://pmalibrary.libraryhost.com/search?q[]=Dilys+Blum&op[]=&field[]=keyword&from_year[]=&to_year[]=&page=1 
https://fashionexhibitionmaking.arts.ac.uk/?s=blum 


